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Overview of Guidance & Expectations for 
Safely Reopening Schools
• CDC guidance for opening schools (released early July)

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/School-Admin-K12-readiness-and-planning-tool.pdf

• NYS Dept of Health reopening guidance (released July 
13, 2020)
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Pre-K_to_Grade_12_Schools_MasterGuidence.pdf

• NYSED guidance (released July 16, 2020)
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/reopening-schools/nys-p12-school-reopening-guidance.pdf

• Detailed plans must be submitted by July 31, 2020

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/School-Admin-K12-readiness-and-planning-tool.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Pre-K_to_Grade_12_Schools_MasterGuidence.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/reopening-schools/nys-p12-school-reopening-guidance.pdf


“A Day in the Life of a Student”
What would a typical day look like for a student?



Framing the Conversation
Preparing your child:

• School is 4 weeks away
• “Chunk” the information you share to allow time for processing and 

questions
• Share facts while being mindful of your child’s developmental level 

and age.



Before Each School Day
Health Screenings
• The District will send automated phone messages to parents every 

Sunday evening to remind parents of the daily health screening;
• Parents will conduct health screenings, including temperature checks, 

at home each morning;
• Any COVID-19 like symptoms will result in the child not attending 

school.  Parents are to call the school nurse and their pediatrician for 
guidance.



Transportation to School
• Based on NYSDOH & NYSED guidance, buses will have to be 

approximately ⅓ capacity;
• Generally, 22 students on a full size bus (siblings or children living 

in the same home can sit in same seat, which may increase 
capacity);

• One student per seat in an assigned seat, and students will wear 
face coverings on school buses;

• Parents dropping off/picking up - school specific info to follow;
• Only consistent (Mon-Friday) alternate transportation requests can 

be accepted.  No bus passes.



Arriving at School
• Staggered arrival times and/or entrances to avoid crowded hallways 

and school foyers;
• District exploring thermal cameras for temperature screening 

upon entering school.



Additional Info on Face Coverings
Face coverings must be worn throughout the day including:

• Entering/exiting the school building;
• On the school bus;
• Whenever in hallways;
• In classrooms except during designated mask breaks.
• Note: some exceptions for individuals with special needs/medical 

needs.
Face coverings will not be worn during breakfast/lunch while 
eating.
We are encouraging outdoor learning/activities to provide 
more breaks from face coverings.



Classroom Environment
• Fewer students in classrooms in order to decrease density:

• Staffing shifts to increase classroom sections and reduce class 
sizes in K-3 for daily face-to-face attendance; 

• Grades 4 & 5, OPMS & OPHS at 50% attendance with hybrid 
instructional model.



Classroom 
Environment

• Classrooms are being reconfigured 
with furniture changes:
• Gathering rugs removed;
• Desks all facing one direction; no grouping 

of desks;
• 6’ student separation or a polycarbonate 

barrier in place where 6’ separation cannot 
be maintained in a classroom setting;



Classroom Environment
• Student cohorts and limited hallway travel as possible

• Students will need to be “cohorted” as much as possible during the 
day to decrease co-mingling among student groups;

• Adults will rotate to classrooms rather than students moving 
whenever possible; also results in more classroom spaces 
available.



Lunch
• K-5 classes will eat lunch in their classroom (except for those classrooms with 

students with food allergies);
• OPMS, OPHS will eat lunch in the cafeteria.



OPHS Open Campus
• The Open Campus senior privilege will be modified this 
year

• Seniors will be allowed a late start or an early release;
• Seniors will not be permitted to leave midday and return, such as leaving 

for lunch



Outdoor Activities and Learning
• Outdoor activities will be encouraged as weather permits.

• Recess;
• K-5 specials (i.e. Physical Education, etc.) as much as possible;
• 6-12 core/base classes and satellites/electives as much as possible;
• Learning activities such as reading, journal writing, etc. can easily be moved 

outdoors.



Limited Access to Visitors
• To limit exposure and risk, visitor access will be limited including:

• Parent volunteers, guest speakers, guest readers.

• However, virtual field trips, mystery Skypes, and other enriching 
experiences via video conferencing will be encouraged!



After School
• With the safe launch of our face-to-face academic 

program at the core of our planning:

• Limited extracurriculars and programmatic changes
• Athletics (currently modified schedule)

• Buildings will be closed after school hours for community use to 
allow for thorough daily cleaning;

• Schools by Community Education, Town Recreation Department, 
PTOs or other outside groups is discontinued until further notice;

• Exception: Southtowns YMCA, a NYS Licensed childcare provider.



Silver Linings
• Our plan provides:

• Onsite instruction as much as we are safely able to do so and in 
accordance with NYSED and NYSDOH guidance;

• Prioritization of onsite instruction for our youngest learners, 
students in 1:12:1 settings, and ELLs;

• Encourages outdoor activity;
• Small class sizes allow for individualized and small group 

academic supports.



Tips for Talking with Your Child
• Remember, we are a mirror for our children
• Explain the WHY
• Provide information that is truthful and 

age/developmentally appropriate
• Teach, support and remind children of everyday actions to 

reduce the spread of germs (i.e. handwashing, wearing a 
face covering, etc.)

Source and for more information visit:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/talking-with-children.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/talking-with-children.html


Thank you for your partnership to 
support health and safety of our 

students and the entire school 
community.


